Customer Best Value Ordering Procedures.
Orders valued at or below the micropurchase threshold (currently $2,500.00) may be placed with any ECAT contractor.    

Ordering Activities shall place orders exceeding the micro-purchase threshold with the ECAT contractor that can supply the item that represents the best value to the Government. Factors in addition to price that ordering activities shall consider when determining best value include the following:

1) Item features required for effective mission performance, e.g. quality, customer/user considerations, reliability;

2) Warranty considerations;

3) Delivery requirements;

4) Past performance;

5) Interchangeability;

6) Environmental and energy efficiency considerations;

7) Special features of the supply or service required for effective program performance;

8) Trade-in considerations;

9) Probable life of the item selected compared to that of a comparable item; and

10) Maintenance availability.

Orders exceeding the micropurchase threshold shall be placed as follows:

1)  Review available vendors by using the ECAT product search functions. 

2)  Select the best value based on the considerations listed above.

Orders placed under a CVC contract—

1)  Are not exempt from development of an acquisition plan (see FAR Subpart 7.1) and an information technology acquisition strategy (see FAR Part 39);

2)  Are not exempt from the mandatory sourcing requirements of FAR Part 8; and

3)  Must comply with all FAR requirements for a bundled contract when the order meets the definition of “bundled contract” (for the purposes of this section the definition of “single contract” used in the definition of “bundling” in FAR 2.101(b) is expanded to include an order placed against a CVC contract).

Ordering activities must maintain their best value determination documentation as part of their order file.  Orders should be documented, at a minimum by identifying:

1) The contractor the item was purchased from;

2) The item purchased and;

3) The amount paid.
If an activity requirement in excess of the micropurchase threshold is defined so as to require a particular brand name, product, or a feature of a product peculiar to one manufacturer, thereby precluding consideration of a product manufactured by another company, the ordering activity shall include an explanation in the file as to why the particular brand name, product, or feature is essential to satisfy the activity’s needs. 
Ordering activities must review orders on a periodic basis to determine which products represent the best value at the lowest overall cost alternative to the Government and give each ECAT contractor a fair opportunity to have its products considered for the item being purchased.  

